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Special to The News-Press
Jennifer Fairfield-Williams
will have her first baby in No-
vember, but it won"t be her First
experience at giving birth.

At 8:30 p.m. on July 21, after a
yearlong labor — mostly of love,
occasionally of frustration and
only once or twice of regret at
the massive effort required to
get the thing done — she"ll bear
another baby in 30 minutes flat,
and it won"t be for the first time.
Anyone with a working tube 1in
range ofWGCU"s public televi-
sion signal can watch,

This particular baby will ap-
pear eccentric, brilliant, ridicu-
lous, strong, inventive, Impracti-
cal, and practical Its name: "Ko-
reshan Unity: A Quest for
Utopia.™

Ever heard of the Koreshans?

Most people in Lee County

have, and most people don"t re-
ally know that much about

them. Fairfield-Williams, a free-
lance television writer and pro-
ducer, has just completed a half-
hour documentary on the

cultish commune that will

change that, perhaps finding a
national audience after airing
here as part ofWGCU"s "Untold
Stories," just as her past docu-
mentaries on Mina Edison, and
baseball®s spring training did.

A former Fox television pro- fc
ducer, she also produces

WGCU"s monthly  show,

"Health Sense."

"1"m very pleased with the

way it turned out,” she says, "but
I will not believe it"s finished un-
til 1 turn on my TV that evening
and finally see the credits roll."
Led by a man with a name that
sounds like it could have come
straight out of a Who"s Who of
American Con Men, Cyrus Teed,

the first of the 250-member

group of believers moved onto

the Estero River in 1894.

They believed humans iIn-

habit the interior of a hollow
sphere. They believed in racial
and sexual equality. Like the
Catholic Church, they believed
the highest orders of men and
women should be celibate. And
they were post-Kari Marx, pre-
communist communists in ef-

fect — everybody doing what

they could and getting what

they needed from the commu-



nal pot — who proved to be
state-of-the-art farmers and
champions of education and
culture. So they even floated
grand pianos, tubas, easels and a
host of other art supplies down
the Estero River to the banks of
what is now the Koreshan State
Historic Site.

Although the 36-year-old
producer grew up in Lee Coun-

ty and graduated from Cape

Coral High School, Fairfield-
Williams didn"t know anymore
than anybody else about the Ko-
reshans when she took on the
project, sponsored in part with a
grant from the College of Life,
the private, nonprofit remnant
of the Koreshan Unity.

Now she does, and naturally
that"s led to an educated opinion
about them.

"1 lovingly refer to them as

the crazy Koreshans"™ Fairfield-
Williams admits cheerfully. "l
think 1 would have liked them.. 1
would not have joined them. If ="
you remove the celibacy thing,
and the center-of-the-earth the-
ory, they"re remarkable. Within
a couple of years they moved
down here from Chicago into

the middle of nowhere. They

were self-sustaining, like other
pioneers, but more advanced.
They did that quite well, with a
printing press, a sawmill, a bak-
ery, their own school. And even
though you think they were
crazy, it wasn"t harmful. They
weren"t hurting anybody."

Which is more than can be

said, of the work of a produc-
tion about them that brought
Fairfleld-Williams serious an-
guish from time to time — es-
pecially when the studio com-
puters crashed in May, seem-

ing to swallow her work

whole, and creating a two-

month delay.

Ultimately, though, that al-
lowed her and the many people
she worked with to create
something even better, perhaps.
"Jennifer is very high energy
and organized, atalented writer,
and cool under pressure — you
have to be especially with the
long-form documentary," says
Sheri Coleman, director of pro-
duction services at WGCU.

"This turned out very well."

But just what does a producer

do to turn it out well?



"1 think my favorite quote is a
Dustin Hoffman line from the
movie, “Wag the Dog; where he
says, "1"m a producer, nobody
knows what 1 do; " Fairfield-
Williams says, laughing.

To produce "Koreshan

Unity," first she became a
student and researcher, using

the archive at the College of
Life, with its tens of thou-

sands of photos, conducting
extensive interviews (seven

will air in the half-hour

show), and absorbing any-

thing she could. Then she

wrote the long script (she

holds an undergraduate de-

gree in magazine writing

from Boston University), and
matched still photos, on-lo-
cation shots, and interview

. segments to it with the help

** of WGCU"s competent pro-
duction staff.

She also chose the music,

which is a significant effort and
a powerful influence on viewers
(think of a Ken Bums documen-

tary such as his series on the
Civil War, with its haunting,
deeply moving score).

""Ken Bums has music pro-

ducers, or can actually have it
composed, " Fairfield-Williams
explains. "Obviously we can"t.
Music Is my nemesis. Music

makes or breaks a show, and 1™m
still learning.”

And when it"s complete, her
husband. Jack Williams, will sit
down and watch it with her,
anxious himself to see the cred-
its roll. This is one labor he has-
n*t helped her with, which suits
her just fine. _

"He"s in construction, not
television, so we don"t have to
talk about our work when we

come home. We can"t,' Failr-
field-WUliams says. "That"s
probably what saves our mar-
riage. It would take me hours to
explain why something both-

ered me, so | just say, Tm not go-
ing there;"

Instead, she plans to go on to

her next baby — this time a real
one.

MOMENT

e Name: Jennifer Fairfield-Wiliiams
e Background: Born in Maine, her fa-
ther, a lobsterman, died before she was
3, when her mother moved to Cape
Coral, which had been her dad"s dream.
Her grandfather became a surrogate fa-



ther to her.

e Her inspiration: Her 38-year brother
John — especially when the going gets
rough. He holds a doctorate in pharma-
cology; he is also paraplegic, the result
of a car accident when he was 15.

e Her moment: Producing a new his-
torical documentary on the Koreshans,
though she insists, "There are so many
other people who made this possible:
photographers, editors, production
managers, College of Life staff, the Ko-
reshan State Park people, the archivist
and historian — this would be nothing
without them."
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